The experiment of tlie St. Helen's Corporation in supplying to the poor of the town sterilised humanised milk for infants has attracted considerable attention.
A case was tried a little time ago the judgment in regard to which seems to a common man, although, probably, not to a lawyer, to bear a somewhat wide application. It was an action against the vestry of Camberwell for negligence in allowing sewage to escape from one of their sewers into the plaintiff's cellars, and the outcome of it was that the vestry had to pay damages to the tune of ?100. The vestry did not do this evil deed, but they allowed it to happen; in other words, it was by their default that it occurred. Now, the common man, knowing that Parliament has given to the sanitary authorities powers to prevent people exposing themselves in public places when suffering from infectious disease, not unnaturally concludes that if a sanitary authority is liable for the damage resulting from default in looking after its drains, far more should it be liable for the consequence of its remissness in not putting the law in force in regard to infection, and not protecting its citizens from being infected while walking in its streets. We doubt whether the point has been raised, but it at least seems open to argument. If a respectable law-abiding citizen when scarlet fever breaks out in his family notifies the disease, keeps away from his work, sacrifices his wages, keeps his children from school much to his own discomfort, and shuts them up in the house greatly to the injury of their health, and if he does all this, not for his own profit, but because the law declares that he shall do so for the protection of his neighbours and the town at large, it is rather hard that as soon as they go out they should be exposed to the chance of catching, say, diphtheria because, from the laxity with which the law is administered, his neighbour's children are scattering infection broadcast in the streets. Undoubtedly the sanitary authority have the power to prosecute when people fail to notify, or when they expose themselves while infectious in a public place, and many a law-abiding citizen would like to feel that he also had a remedy should he catch an infectious disease in consequence of the neglect of the authority to put the law in force. We fear, however, the case would be hard to prove.
